
New MFL GCSE First teaching 
September 2024 (current Year 9s)

Skills all worth 25% still

New specification at a glance (full spec contained within link): 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/fr

ench-8652/specification-at-a-glance

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8652/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8652/specification-at-a-glance


Foundation theme 1     People and Lifestyle



Foundation theme 2   Popular culture



Foundation theme 3 Communication and the 

world around us



Higher theme 1 People and Lifestyle



Higher theme 2   Popular Culture



Higher theme 3  Communication and the World 

around us



Listening: changes

• 2 minutes at the end to check through

• 5 sentences transcription at the end-Foundation=8 marks, Higher=10 marks, spelling 
doesn’t have to be perfect, students hear this 3 times.



Listening 



Speaking: changes

• Students now have 15 minutes preparation time
• They are now timed for the role play-1-1.5 minutes
• Read aloud text-35 words Foundation, 50 words Higher then short spontaneous conversation on 

the text
• 2 photos on one card Students have to say at least one thing per photo, can focus on one more 

than other. 
• 4-5 minutes Foundation, 6-7 minutes Higher, including unprepared conversations on both themes

• Teacher speaking booklet available here: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/AQA-
8652SFH-STB.PDF

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/AQA-8652SFH-STB.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/AQA-8652SFH-STB.PDF


Speaking



Reading: changes-both papers now contain a translation from target 
language to English



Foundation Writing
Changes: longer-1hr10 (was 1hr)
• Foundation now have to write 5 sentences on the photo
• 50 worder instead of 40-5 bps
• There is a 5 question multiple choice grammar exercise
• 90 worder-still a choice of 2 questions but only 3 bps. 

Higher Writing 
Changes: shorter-1 hr15 (was 1hr20)
• Starts with 5 translation sentences like the Foundation 

version
• 90 worder, 3 bps
• 150 worder-no change
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