13 March 2019

Dear Parent/Guardian,

We are on a winning streak!
Our Year 7 Netball Team are unbeaten this season and have claimed the scalps of Bohunt and Maiden
Erlegh Reading to claim the top spot in the league.
I have received a letter inviting our victorious footballers to the County Round of the Under 13 Inclusive
Football as part of the schools games. Success at this will lead us to National Competition. We wish them
every success.
In the County Athletics there were victories for Year 8 students, Isla and Nate who won the Triple and Vertical
Jump.
Battle of the Bands was a massive success. The whole event was run by our enterprising students.
Congratulations to James B in Year 9 who masterminded the event and thanks also to CESA who donated
the prize for our winners.
It was a hard-fought contest which made judging very difficult. In the end Ciara and Jasmine (Year 9) were
triumphant. Part of the prize is a set at a local summer festival Round the Boundary. Thank you to the
organisers for this opportunity.
Year 11 Drama students were a credit to the school at their recent trip to The Woman in Black.
On Monday 4 March we hosted students from local primary schools who took part in student led sporting
activities. All involved had a fabulous time.
Finally, thank you to SoCo who Spring Cleaned the local area including the woods near our school.

Miss Moira Green
Headteacher

Welcome, Bienvenue, Willkommen to the MFL Newsletter. All students have been working very hard in
each year group and Mrs Foster and I have been very pleased with the effort and progress made.
Year 7 have been learning how to describe people – hair, eyes, build, personality. They are able to use
adjectives, extend their sentences and add opinions. They enjoy using Quizlet for their homework, and
have produced some lovely creative work.
Year 8 have been looking into the meaning of our school motto – qui veut peut . This phrase
uses key modal verbs – to want and be able to do something. He who wants, can (or, where
there’s a will there’s a way). At school we are trying to encourage a can-do attitude and
more and more students are willing to give tasks a try. We are about to start making up
excuses why they can’t do something so watch out at home!
Year 9 are working extremely hard and I continue to be very proud of the work
they produce. Tying in with taking their options, and writing their CVs in PSHE,
they are thinking about future plans. They are able to write an opening
paragraph in French for a CV about their future intentions, giving reasons
using GCSE level constructions. They have learned about jobs and the
advantages and disadvantages of working in particular areas, and in the next
few weeks we will put this all together in a formal reading and writing
assessment. I hope this will reflect the effort they are currently putting into
their work, and show how much progress they have made.
Year 10 have been learning about Charity and Voluntary work, and have
produced some very pleasing work. They tackled a challenging speaking
assessment in a very mature way, and responded well to feedback. This has
enabled them to make links with our next topic – Healthy Living, where they are
having to learn about how to form and use the imperfect tense, quite a challenge
in itself.
Year 11 are becoming exam-ready. They have now all completed a mock speaking assessment and have
received detailed feedback. We have covered the content of the course and are now focusing on honing
the skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing), and grammar. This will involve looking at past papers
in greater detail and revising all the grammar structures. It would be useful for you to be familiar with the
exam papers and encourage your son/daughter to access exemplar papers from the AQA website
(www.aqa.org.uk).
Years 10 and 11 German
In previous terms we looked into the school topic and students pretended to give a tour around the school
to a prospective parent, in German. We have recently looked at activities we did in the snow (practising
past tense and word order) and this week have started to look at a ‘Mindful March’ calendar in German.
Each day students can see what they could do to try and make the most of their day. See:
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/mindful-march . You may like to download a month in another
language! The challenge is to know all the key verbs, adjectives and time expressions by the end of the
month (as well as to practise more mindfulness!).
We have also looked at Fasching/Karneval this week which is celebrated in style in Germany – they even
have a day off school on ‘Shrove Tuesday’. There are lots of parades and many people dress up, eat great
food, before Ash Wednesday when lent begins.
Parents/carers – could you pass a French GCSE? Try this test to see!
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2016/aug/25/could-you-pass-a-french-gcse-exam-quiz
Ms Biddiss and Mrs Foster

