WORK TOGETHER, AIM HIGH, BE INCLUSIVE

27 MARCH 2026

BUILDING A SCHOOL WHERE EVERY CHILD BELONGS

Our attendance strategy is built around the simple belief that students
attend, engage, and achieve when they feel they belong.

Belonging means feeling safe, understood, valued, and known by the adults
around you. When students feel connected, attendance improves naturally.
Throughout the year, we focus on different themes to strengthen belonging
for both students and staff.

So far this year, we have focused on:

e - Warm Welcomes - ensuring every student starts the day feeling
valued

e - Respectful Interactions — modelling how we speak and listen to one
another.

e - Calm is Contagious — creating emotionally safe classrooms.

This Term’s Focus: Connection Before Correction Before addressing
behaviour, we prioritise understanding: - Check in with the student before
addressing an issue - Ask “What’s happened?” rather than assuming -
Correct privately where possible - Repair relationships quickly after conflict
This approach does not replace high expectations — it strengthens them.
Students are far more likely to engage and attend regularly when they feel
understood.
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We contlnue to use Jigsaw for our Personal Development
lessons, providing a structured approach to wellbeing,
relationships, and life skKills.

e - Year 7 — Healthy Me: Exploring mental and physical
health, mindfulness, sleep, stress management,
nutrition, exercise, and making positive lifestyle
choices.

e - Year 8 — Healthy Me: Building personal responsibility
for health and wellbeing, understanding risks,
substances, and making safe choices.

e - Year 9 — Healthy Me: Understanding the teenage
brain, substance impact, risk-taking, mental health first
aid, and life-saving skills like CPR.

e - Year 10 — Healthy Me: Taking control of personal
health, mental wellbeing, and relationships and sex
education.

e - Year 11 — Relationships: Developing self-worth and
exploring relationships and sex education, including
consent and making informed choices.



‘ Phones

Why Our Policy Matters

Recently, the Government updated its guidance on mobile phones in
schools to support schools in creating environments that are calm,
safe and focused on learning. The guidance states that schools
should be mobile phone-free throughout the whole school day —
including lessons, breaks, and lunchtime — unless there’s a specific
reason to make an exception (for example, medical need). Schools
are encouraged to communicate their phone policies clearly to pupils
and families so everyone understands expectations. Headteachers
are supported to include confiscation as a proportionate sanction if
phones are used in breach of the policy. (gov.uk)

At MECE, our school policy is:
Mobile phones must not be seen or heard on the school site. If a
phone is seen or heard, it will be confiscated in line with our
behaviour policy.
We also ask parents to support this rule. Contacting your child
directly via phone during the school day can:

e - Cause distraction and anxiety for the student
e - Interrupt lessons and learning for others
e - Make it harder for staff to maintain a safe, calm environment

If you need to get an urgent message to your child during the school
day, please contact the school office so we can pass it on quickly and
safely.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools

Safeguarding Spotlight
Supporting Your Child Online

Safeguarding o :
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Social media continues to be one of the most common sources of
safeguarding concerns. To help you support your child, we have
embedded a Social Media Guidance Handout highlighting key
risks associated with different platforms your child might be using.

In addition, the NSPCC provides practical advice and guidance for
parents on keeping children safe online: -

e NSPCC Social Media Safety: Keeping_Children Safe Online

e NSPCC Parent Leaflets: Leaflets for parents

You can support your child by: -

Checking privacy settings together -

e Discussing age restrictions (many platforms are 13+)

e Encouraging open conversations about what they see
online

e Reminding them not to share personal information -

e Monitoring screen time, especially before bed

The most protective factor for young people online is having a
trusted adult they can talk to.
NSPCC


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/leaflets/parent-leaflets

Attendance

Every Day Builds Belonging

Attendance is about routine, relationships, and being part of
something positive.

Last Term’s Attendance Figures:

Year 7: 93.6%
Year 8: 87.1%

filtendance
Year 9: 91.9% Matters
Year 10: 90%

Year 11: 86.3% Every student. Every day.

Overall attendance sits at 89.9% - at this point in the academic
year it equates to 10 days of school missed, that’s 50 hours of
lost learning! Our target for all students is 96%.

Students who attend regularly:
e Build stronger friendships -
e Feel more connected to staff -
e Experience greater stability and success
You can help by:
e Promoting positive messages about school -
e Encouraging involvement in clubs and activities -
e Maintaining consistent routines -
e Contacting us early if attendance becomes a concern



We Want To Hear From You...

We actively seek and listen to the views and experiences of
pupils, staff, and parents/carers. Share your thoughts, feedback,
or suggestions here:

Paret Feedback Form - Fill in Form

Useful Links:

Support & advice for families | NSPCC
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WwlpOb3F7ECiSBghIHVh9FXj5z2jZgxMkpkTTg9b7z5UMFZNTTI5NEVPNVc5RUgzS0o1SlpVOEpWNi4u&route=shorturl
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23229635455&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyYLMo6_vkgMVcJhQBh3fmS_REAAYAiAAEgIKEvD_BwE
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