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Welcome to Parents’ 
Forum



Agenda

1. Scope and purpose of Parents’ Forum

2. Homework 

3. Assessment and feedback



Emma Bliss – Assistant Headteacher

Homework



Homework

Too much

Too little

Too hard

Too easy

Takes up the 
weekend

Not enough to 
benefit learning 

Includes variety of 
tasks – love the 

creative stuff

Too many trips to 
HobbyCraft

Learning is for 
school – home is 
for family time

Want to be part of my 
child’s education journey

DIVIDES OPINION



MECE HOMEWORK VISION

Homework has been a key area of focus for our Curriculum 
Leaders during the first part of the 2019-20 academic year. 

Using Educational Research Sharing Good Practice

Integration into Curriculum Purpose and Quality



MECE HOMEWORK 
VISION

HOMEWORK

Students have regular homework set as follows:

KS3 – 30 minutes per week for Core subjects (including French) and per fortnight for Foundation Subjects

KS4 – 45 minutes per week for all examined subjects

There is no homework set for Core PE or PHSE. Creative subjects in KS3 may set a longer project-based homework spanning a number of weeks 

rather than specific tasks weekly. 

All homework will be set via Show My Homework online platform. 

Homework will include a variety of learning activities including:

- rote learning

- answering questions

- extended / essay writing

- research (consolidation or extension)

- problem solving

- preparation for the next lesson

- reviewing or mind-mapping a topic

- revision for an assessment

- flipped learning

The setting of homework and clarification around expectations and deadlines must be adequately covered in lesson time. 

Homework may be marked by the teacher or by students within class, or it may be used as part of learning in an upcoming lesson. 



Ongoing steps….

Quality Assurance

Consistency Equity Relevance Purpose

Engagement

Students Parents



As a Teacher / Leader



As a Teacher



As a Teacher



As a Leader





Richard Hawthorne

Assessment and 
feedback







Using student reports at 
home

1. What is useful about these reports?
2. What isn’t?
3. How do you use them with your children?
4. How can we best support this?



Student Review
• Directly after each DCP (Data 

Collection Point) the students 
should review their reports at 
home

• They look for areas/subjects 
that are going well and that 
need improvement.

• These should be based on the 
tracking data and also their own 
targets and the BFL(Behaviour 
for learning) indications from 
their staff



Some notes
• Colour codes are only and can only be a guide.

• All students with the same KS2 points and distribution of 
points did not necessarily get there in the same way with the 
same support

• More students have wobbly progress than linear progress!

• Learning and eureka moments happen at different points 
depending on a whole variety of factors

• The flight path is aspirational throughout the 5 year journey

• Motivation, engagement and desire go a long way to 
achieving successful outcomes.

• Home support is absolutely vital



Student Target Setting
• Based on KS2 and FFT5 students reflect on their estimates.
• These are issued during a tutor run session and this forms 

the first part of the learning conversations at home and in 
each individual subject classroom.

• Parents are notified prior to the 2 week target setting window 
and can view the estimates on the parent app.

• The students are encouraged to work with their parents and 
suggest targets which they then bring to each lesson.

• During lessons staff discuss with the students their estimates 
for their subject and their suggested targets and then record 
an agreed student own target in their marksheet.

• These are reported home as part of the first DCP report. 





So what does the student get?



Student Target Setting

1. What was helpful?

2. What wasn’t?

3. How can we improve it?





DIRT

•Dedicated/Directed

• Improvement

•Reflection

•Time

Students are given time in the lesson, 

to reflect on their work, against a clear 

set of criteria and time to improve it



Different forms of DIRT
• Simple reflection – e.g. using a DIRT mat with prompts

• Simple (peer/self) assessment – e.g. WWW/EBI, ‘2 stars and a wish’ etc. 

• Criteria based self/peer assessment – e.g. using checklists or mark 
schemes provided to assess a piece of work or give feedback

• Guided self assessment – e.g. led by the teacher, modelling from the 
front against mark schemes etc.

• Simple responses to marked work – e.g. student directed to give their 
response to feedback by stating what they’ll do next

• Responses to specific questions or parts of written work – e.g. specific 
weak point of an essay pointed out and student responds to this point 
only

• Extended response to assessment findings – e.g. student writes an 

improvement after work has been marked = BIG DIRT!



Responses to specific questions or parts of work



Responses to specific questions or parts of written work – e.g. 
specific weak point of an essay pointed out and student responds 
to this point only



Extended response to assessment 
findings – e.g. student writes an 
improvement after work has been 
marked







Feedback

1. What sort of conversations do you have with your 
children about their work/assessment/DiRT and 
feedback?

2. When do you have these conversations?

3. What would be most helpful from us to support you 
have this dialogue?


